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The first party set out on May 3rd. It was
led by Mallory and consisted of two pairs of
climbers besides the porters. Mallory and Irvine
were to help with the establishment of Camp III
and remain there for a few days to acclimatize
and to test their oxygen apparatus. Odell and
Hazard were to push on from Camp III, recon-
noitre, and construct the route up the North
Col.
It was a cold, stormy day with threatening clouds
when the first party of climbers and porters left
the Base Camp, and half the porters lagged badly :
they had added a good deal on their own account
in the way of blankets, etc., to their already
heavy loads. In consequence, Mallory left behind
five loads not urgently required, and utilized the
five porters for carrying these blankets on the
next day.
Camp II was reached on May 4th. It looked
most uninviting. No tents had been provided
here for the porters, as the intention had been
to build comfortable huts or " sangars," using
the flies of the Whymper tents for roofs, and this
work had now to be done. Mallory and Irvine
with three or four men started work; others
joined in when they had rested ; and an oblong
sangar about seven feet in breadth was constructed.
Then Mallory and Odell reconnoitred a way up
the glacier towards what would be Camp III.
They climbed a hump from which the whole
glacier could be seen rising to the south, and they